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(54) PRODUCTION OF CLAY COMPOSITE 

(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To enable a clay mineral to 
be homogeneously dispersed in a vinyl alcohol copolymer 
and obtain an easily moldable clay composite by heating 
a vinyl alcohol copolymer contg. a clay mineral to give 
a melt and adding water to the melt during the above 
heating or during kneading after the above heating. 

SOLUTION: This clay composite is produced by a 
process comprising a heating step for heating a vinyl 
alcohol copolymer contg. a dry clay mineral to give a 
melt, a kneading step for kneading the melt, and a water 
addition step for adding water to the melt. The water 
addition step is conducted during the heating step or 
during the kneading step. For instance, a vinyl alcohol 
copolymer 910 and a dry clay mineral 920 are charged 
into a cylinder 9 of a twin-screw kneader 11, kneaded, 
and heated with a heater 93 into a melt. Then, water 950 
is forced into the melt through a forced water inlet 
952. Pref. 10 pts.wt or lower water and 0.1-30 pts.wt. 
clay mineral are used per 100 pts.wt. copolymer. 
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